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East Brighton Golf Club.
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Safety on and around the Course for 
Members, Visitors and Guests.
This document has been written specifically for all members, visitors and users of the
 land both on and immediately adjacent to East Brighton Golf Course and Clubhouse.

Introduction:
Golf is considered to be a very safe sport - as long as a few basic, common-sense rules of safety are followed.    
When those rules are not complied with, injuries are much more likely to occur. 
Golf involves the swinging of metal clubs, which propel golf balls at high speeds. If you're in the way of either the clubs or the balls, you're in danger. You could be placing yourself in danger, too, if you do not respect the power of the sun, the cold in winter, the danger of lightning, or your body's need for the right kind of fluids on warm days. 
Here are some guidelines that can help ensure your safety and that of those around you on the golf course. 
It is your responsibility as a golfer, caddie, visitor or member of the public on or near the course to ensure that you adhere strictly to the following recommendations and advice:
Course Maintenance:
Although every effort is made to ensure that course maintenance activities do not interfere unduly with your game, sometimes essential works or other factors outside of our control dictate when green keeping staff should carry out work.    When you can see that green keeping staff are working in or near your vicinity, please refrain from making any golf shot that might endanger them. Please wait for them acknowledge your intention to play, and wait for them to move well clear from any danger of an errant shot.

Safety during play:
· Players should be aware of the risk of injury from errantly hit golf balls. You should be more cautious of the additional dangers when playing near to natural features like trees or when the ground contours block your view ahead of you, as well as when you are near other potential trip or fall hazards like bunkers and water hazards.
· Extra awareness and consideration of other users of the course should be taken when in practice areas and standing on teeing off areas. 
· It is your responsibility to ensure that prior to playing a stroke or making a practice swing that no one is standing close enough by or are in a position likely to be hit by the club, ball, turf or stone which may be moved by the stroke or swing.

· Players should not play until all players in front or on adjacent holes are out of range. The same duty of care should be shown for persons walking or riding adjacent to the golf course.
· When it's not your turn to play a shot or you are walking towards your ball, stay aware of your surroundings, be especially careful if you have to venture into an adjoining fairway to retrieve or play an errant shot, or if you are close to an adjoining fairway and golfers on that hole are hitting toward you.
· If a player plays a ball in a direction where there is a danger of hitting someone they should immediately shout as loudly as possible a warning.   The traditional word of warning in such situations is “Fore!”
· And what should you do when you hear "Fore!" being yelled in your direction? 
Do not stand up, or crane your neck and try to spot the ball! You're just making yourself a bigger target. 
Instead, cover up, crouch behind your golf bag or behind a tree or behind your golf buggy, and cover your head with your arms, making yourself as smaller target as possible.

· You are advised to dress appropriately for the climate you will be playing in, and adhere to the Club’s dress code at all times. The dress code is available on request or is displayed within the clubhouse.
· ALL notices located around the clubhouse and throughout the golf course should be strictly adhered to.

· The absence of a notice does not infer that no potentially dangerous conditions are present at that location.

· On all Public footpaths that cross the course and run alongside the boundaries of the course, the public have the ‘right of way’. You should invite the public to pass clear before you hit any further shots.

· Parts of our course are steep and can be very slippery especially when wet. Particular care is encouraged when walking on slopes, steps and the decking at the halfway house. 
Golf shoes with studs appropriate for the prevailing weather and ground conditions must be worn.

· Designated steps and paths should be used where available, with care.
· Care should be taken to avoid any holes or damage made by burrowing animals anywhere on the course.

· On the 1st & 2nd holes golfers please be aware of the private houses to the right hand side of the course. 
In the event of any errant shots that may cause a ball to leave the golf course, players must inform the pro shop or office immediately upon their return to the clubhouse.
· The 2nd hole is ‘call-on’ hole. Players upon reaching the 2nd green should stand aside and invite players already waiting on the 2nd tee to play their tee shots before continuing to putt out.
· Please observe the sign that states that buggies must not be driven up to the 10th tees at any time. All buggies should remain parked near to the halfway house before driving on towards the 10th green.
· Players must not walk towards, or occupy any of the 10th tees, while the 13th yellow or red tees are occupied. Players walking to the 13th tee only have priority if they are there first; otherwise if the 10th tees are already occupied they must wait to play their tee shots.
· In the event that you come across any dead wildlife on the course, you should not touch it, and are requested to advise a members of the club staff, who will deal with it accordingly;
· Golf practice of any kind is not allowed anywhere on the course other than in the designated areas.
General Conditions:
· You are reminded to ask in the pro-shop or office to ask to see a copy of the following documents:

(a) The suspension of play due to dangerous weather conditions, E.g. Lightning or Fog.
(b) The risk assessment for when using golf buggies on the course.

· You are reminded that it is every golfer’s responsibility to ensure they have adequate personal and public liability insurance, with as a minimum cover for injury or damages to a third party.
· EBGC levy a small amount to provide golf insurance cover for all paid-up playing members at the time of renewing their annual subscription.  
· EBGC levy a small amount to provide golf insurance cover for a golfing visitor (per day) in addition to the appropriate green-fee/visitor rate. 
· EBGC accepts no responsibility or liability in respect of loss or damage to personal belongings. 
Persons wishing to leave personal belongings on the premises or the course do so at their own risk.

Around the Clubhouse:
· Notices are displayed in the interest of safety throughout the premises, please ensure you familiarise yourself with them and in the action that must be taken.  
· Please report any accidents, incident and near misses to club personnel.

· Supervision of children/young person is strictly the responsibility of the accompanying adult.

· Please consider the security of the Clubhouse and keep all entrance doors closed.

· EBGC does not accept responsibility for any loss or damage to personal property whilst it is within the clubhouse or its environs
Car Park:
· Any vehicle parked in the car park is done so entirely at your own risk. EBGC does not accept responsibility for any vehicle damaged by misplayed balls or other vehicles etc. 
· There are a number of spaces available for disabled drivers. These spaces should only be occupied by people with a valid disabled sticker or special dispensation from East Brighton Golf Club. 
· There are a number of spaces reserved for specific Club officials if these spaces could be respected that would be greatly appreciated.
· A code is required to exit the car park. This code can be obtained by visitors of the club from the office, pro shop or bar.
All Members, Guests and Visitors are kindly requested to bring to the attention of the Course Director, or any Official of East Brighton Golf Club any hazards they feel have not been adequately addressed within this document.
Peter Brookshaw
Course Director 
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